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yourself.   Farewell,   caro   viso.   I   am   your   sponsa
delectissima."

They were married by the Papal Nuncio Domenica
Passione on the evening of February 12 in the chapel of
the Augustinae Convent next to the Hofburg. Francis
had not arrived from Pressburg until that afternoon.
Like his bride, he was dressed entirely in white at the
ceremony. Robinson reported that many of Francis's
former courtiers from Lorraine came to Austria to attend
the wedding. "They have given," he reported to
London, " a remarkable, though it may be the last,
instance of their duty and affection for the House of
Lorraine."

Charles's fanatic devotion to court etiquette caused
a slight delay in the marriage service. As the Nuncio
represented the Pope he wanted to remain seated while
he married the young couple. They were to stand
respectfully before him. Charles, who refused to hear
of such a procedure, quickly promulgated a Bull, accord-
ing to which the Nuncio was to remain on his feet
before the heiress of the Habsburg dynasty.

At Maria Theresa's suggestion, a medal was struck to
commemorate the marriage : " Votorum tandem com-
potes " (Having at last the fruition of our desires),
Francis had become the consort of one of the most
powerful heiresses in Europe; she had at last been
allowed to marry the only man she ever loved. Her
obvious adoration of him, her feminine submission to
him, comforted him for the sacrifice of his inheritance.
He was sure that his ambitions for power would be
satisfied, that she would be obedient to him, that he
would be the real ruler of the Habsburg Empire. This
lack of understanding of his young wife's character, of
ber forceful personality, was to be Francis's tragedy.